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The importance of the book extends beyond informing Western scientists
of the activities of Russian scientists. For instance, it is abundantly clear,
although Soviet Science does not say so in as many words, that as long as
Lysenkoism persists in Russia, the economic and consequently the military
potential of the U.S.S.R. will be lessened due to the deleterious effect of
Lysenkoism on agriculture. It is also important to know that Russian
mathematics is excellent.
It seems to this reviewer that Conway Zirkle is accurate in concluding
"An Appraisal of Science in the U.S.S.R.," the last paper in the volume,
with the following statement. "We may characterize Russian science by
paraphrasing the description of the little girl we learned about in kinder-
garten 'When it is good, it is very, very good; but when it is bad, it is
horrid.'"
FREDERICK G. KILGOUR
STUDIES IN PATHOLOGY PRESENTED TO PETER MACCALLUM. Edited by
E. S. J. King, T. E. Lowe, and L. B. Cox. Melbourne, At the University
Press, 1950. x + 350 pp. 35/-.
This collection of papers is a Festschrift to Professor Peter MacCallum,
on his sixty-fifth birthday, marking over a quarter of a century of service
and association with the University of Melbourne. The subjects included
are diverse enough, though about twenty of the twenty-three papers are
more or less directly concerned with anatomical pathology, but the indi-
vidual papers are so specialized that the volume, as a whole, will probably
have a limited appeal. Contributions and contributors are too numerous to
list here. The book is indexed.
I found the papers by E. S. J. King and R. A. Willis especially stimulat-
ing. Pathologists are bound to find the book thought-provoking and worth
their while. Others will find individual papers of interest. I would advise
those in the medical field to make a point of browsing through this book in
a library to look for their special interests. This book has its place in medi-
cal and pathology libraries, but probably does not belong in a general
library.
J. M. Q.
NUTTALL'S TRAVELS INTO THE OLD NORTHWEST. Jeannette E.
Graustein, Ed. Published as No. 1/2 of Vol. 14 of The Chronica Botanica
Co., Waltham, Mass.; New York, Stechert-Hafner, Inc., 1951. 88 pp. illus.
Paper $3.00.
Thomas Nuttall, native of Yorkshire, England, came to Philadelphia in
1808 at the age of twenty-one. Almost immediately he made the acquaint-
ance of Benjamin Smith Barton, M.D., Professor of Materia Medica,
Natural History, and Botany at the University of Pennsylvania. Because of
his youth and devotion to the study of Botany, Nuttall was hired by Barton
for extensive field trips and the collection of specimens.
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Two earlier trips, one to Delaware, where Nuttall contracted malaria,
and one to Niagara Falls and Ontario paved the way for the travels re-
counted in this diary. Nuttall's 1810 expedition, the first months of which
are described in the diary, was unquestionably undertaken for Barton at his
expense. The route, objectives, and full terms of agreement were set down
in detail by Barton. Nuttall, completely ignorant of frontier conditions, un-
able to swim or shoot, proposed to travel through the vaguely known terri-
tories far to the North West. Only three and a half years after the return
of the Lewis and Clarke Expedition, with English military posts and fur
companies unfriendly, and many of the Indian tribes hostile to the Ameri-
cans, Nuttall had little idea of the enormity of his commission, and a record
of his first day's observations breathes confidence and enthusiasm.
From Philadelphia he proceeded by coach to Pittsburgh, then afoot
through Franklin, Waterford, and Erie, and along the south shore of Lake
Erie as far as the Huron River; from here by boat to Detroit, and then by
canoe to "Michilimakinak." There are dated records from the banks of the
Fox River and at the portage to the Wisconsin. Later records are from
St. Louis, and also after his return from the upper Missouri.
Nuttall was able to proceed with the western-most part of his trip by
joining the Astoria expedition, on their way to establish fur trading posts
on the Columbia River. He separated from the Astorians when fear of the
Blackfeet Indians made them abandon the river route. With rich collec-
tions Nuttall returned to St. Louis. He then traveled by boat to New
Orleans and because of impending war he sailed back to England, sending
notes and specimens to Dr. Barton.
The subject matter of the diary is chiefly biological, with description of
plants, animals, and lists of plants and some of animals. Rocks, oil, and
mineral springs, and especially Indian mounds are discussed. There are
occasional notes on towns and topography: "To day I passed thro' a sandy
plain covered with the ripe fruit of the Fragaria, & alive with snakes as the
day was warm. I came to a small settlement on Kiaoga called Cleveland
where I spent the remainder of the day." There are notes on goitre and
other miscellaneous interests of Dr. Barton. Nuttall made other journeys
into western United States. These are not, however, covered by this diary.
J. J. C.
A HISTORY OF MEDICINE. VOLUME I: PRIMITIVE AND ARCHAIC MEDI-
CINE. By Henry E. Sigerist. New York, Oxford University Press, 1951.
xxi + 564 pp. $7.50.
Henry Sigerist is the dean of historians of medicine. Since his resignation
as Director of the Institute of the History of Medicine at Johns Hopkins
University, Sigerist has been working on the culmination of his life's work,
an eight-volume history of medicine of which this volume is the first. Its
introduction is an excellent 100-page exposition of Sigerist's concept of the
history of medicine. The other three sections are "Primitive Medicine"
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